Dulce Elementary Weekly Newsletter December 16, 2011 Issue 18

“Our mission is to educate, nurture, and provide a safe learning environment for our students, in order to instill a love of learning
to produce life-long learners. We will accomplish this by using data driven-instruction, consistency, and collaboration among all stakeholders.
By instilling high expectations, we will create well-educated, well-informed members of society. “

Dear Families:

' 'Seasons’ |
Greetings

From our entire staff, we wish you and your loved ones a very happy, healthy, and safe
holiday season. We'll welcome the children back on Wednesday, January 4, 2012.

i Thanks so much to those of you who sent in foodHerJicarilla Department of Youth sponsored fodded The
class which collected the most goods will be tréadea pizza party upon our return in January.

=

Mark your calendar....

January 4th Students return to school - Second Semester

January 10t Parent/ Teacher Conferences - Report Cards

January 13t Early release for students and staff at 1:30

January 16t No school for students - Professional Development for staff
January 24t Rio Arriba County Spelling Bee, DHS, at 10:00 a.m.

Fine Arts: Mr. Cunningham

Mission Statementwe are in Mr. C.’s Fine Arts class to have funieimg how to express ourselves by singing, plajfstruments, and creating
art. We will do this by working hard, being resgel; and helping each other as we explore the @arbund us through the arts.”

This week as students return from winter breakwilebe discussing the Winter Program and evaluptiow each student
and class felt that they did. We had a wondetftr but for the performances and want to thankfajlou for coming out to
support your children—especially those who stayedugh the entire main performance. It means &lohe classes that
perform at the end of the program, when communigynimers patiently stay and show their support. é&sgecmany of our
classes in November and December were focused aitrag we were preparing for our Winter Programdests will
spend a few class meetings in January doing sosualvart. We will be working on understanding aisthg some of the
basic elements of art, including different typedinés, shapes, primary and secondary colors, alahbe, depending on the
grade level. We will also continue to work on @kip count songs and grammar songs to reinforcéh atl Language
Arts.

Physical Education News: Ms. Dess

Vision: To become lifelong movers! Mission Statemefte are here to discover that learning sportdssktooperative games, and
improving our fitness can be fun!”

This week in PE Kinder,] and 2° graders will be working on short and long jumpedkills as well as hula hoop games
and skills. Third, forth, and fifth graders wilkldoing circuit training the first half of classdathen they will get to enjoy
free play time. For those not familiar with circtiiaining, it is a fitness circuit made up of numgs fitness stations.
Students will begin at an area (ex: bicep curlhwpht hand weights, leg squats, jump ropes,).et&Every 30 seconds
students rotate to the next fitness station. Wkgeithrough the circuit two times. This is a gractivity to help improve
muscular strength/endurance and cardiovascularance.

- Emilie Buchwald

Library: Mrs. Vigil “Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.”
Kindergarten: Review Book Carefirst Grade: Read excerpts from fiction and nonfiction booksidents will decide
what category they belong inSecond Grade: ABC order using author’s last nam&hird Grade: Review fiction book
info found on spined-ourth Grade: Dewey Decimal review Memory Match gantéfth Grade: No fifth grade this week
due to no school on Monday and Tuesday.



Computer Lab: Ms. Beall

Kinder will be working on clicknread.com, starfall.comdatfiey will begin studyisland.confirst grade will be working on
clicknread.com, starfall.com, and they will begiratii Facts in a FlashSecond grade will be learning how to enter
addresses on the internet, working on clicknread,cand will begin Math Facts in a Flashhird grade will work on
entering addresses on the internet and searchangviibsite for an answer to a question that isrgthem, Math Facts in a
Flash, and Studyisland.confrourth and Fifth grades will be doing a web search to answer atignethat is given them,
Math Facts in a Flash, and studyisland.com.

English Language Interventionist K-2; Mrs. Bradley

Mission Statement To ensure all English Language Learners increasir anguage proficiency by providing high qualignguage
instruction that is scientifically based.

Kindergarten: We will be revisiting the skills wimiEhed with before Christmas Break. First Gradeitsalso be revisiting
and refreshing their memories of the last skillswarked on. Second Graders will be finishing up stery line with Sid
who needs help with silent “e” words. We will writessummary of Sid’s misdeeds

Reading Lab: Mrs. Julian

Mission StatemenfThe mission of the reading lab is to enable adldiag lab students to meet or exceed their persteahing goals
toward proficiency in reading by providing high dipainstruction of targeted essential skills usirgearch-based interventions.

This week 8 graders in the Read 180 and System 44 programiavitinue differentiated instruction of basic riay
comprehension skills, based on student need asaitedi from a recent reading skills assessmentlsSkis week will
include story element: character analysis.

This week 4 graders in the Read 180 and System 44 programsceritinue instruction in Workshop 2Cbming to
America.” This week’s lessons will be focused on ReadingA3Nation of Immigrants”,about America is a melting pot of
people from all over the world and why so many imrants fall in love with the United Stat&tudents will also continue to
focus on the comprehension skill sequence of ev8ystem 44 students’ instruction will continueusing on skills based
on student needs.

This week &' graders that are receiving System 44 instructidhfecus on skills based on individual student deeThe
focus of this week’s lessons will be to understlinal blends and recognizing and using compoundigior

**|mportant Information: Homework for the”3 4" and %' grade reading intervention lab is to read dailyganinimum of
20 minutes per day. A reading log will be sent hdime parents to sign off dailyParents of students not returning
homework on Friday will receive a call to inform yau that your child has not completed the homework fothe week
Welcome back from the Winter break, Happy New Y &ar!

Read 180/Systems 44: Mrs. Ford

After Christmas break, we will have a short “weeidth the students! During these three days, thetlfiograders will
continue reading and discussing “Bud’s Breakfast/é will also do a lesson on story elements usiBglatriangle model.
Our fifth graders will continue instruction in Watkop 8, “Food: The Good, the Bad, and the Grossrhe article that we
will focus on is about a school that turned parthair grounds into aedible schoolyardwhere they raised vegetables for
the school cafeterial We will compare and contoigails using a graphic organizer. And finabyr third graders will
receive instruction based on each one’s indivichegdds. They will be looking at blends, and atetl syllables. If time
permits and the students are ready, we will bagimducing open syllables. Merry Christmas and Béishes for 2012!

Kindergarten: Mrs. Gutierrez, Ms Laub, Mrs. Wager

Math: The students will be starting a new Unit, and thieek they will be working on sequencing daily dgeras they
increase an awareness of the passage of time ded afr events, practice writing 2-digit numbers aadognize and find
equivalent names for numbers, use addition andattiin clues to introduce a game that involvesgisiultiple attributes
to identify and describe objectd.anguage Arts: Introduce theme: Animals- recognize story strigtuDiscuss theme,
Discuss what they know about kittens, Completeatclhyse oral vocabulary words, Distinguish rhymirgm non-rhyming
pairs of words, Listen/Respond to poetry and nyrseymes, Use position words, Review story wordsgrSent phonemes
in words, Sort pictures by initial sounds, Reviesursd-spellings, Match letters to sounds in wordsadRdecodable words,
Read HF words, Reread for fluency

1* Grade: Ms “B’reeding, Ms Ferralez, Mr. Hill

When we come back, we will be on the fast trackdoond grade! But first, we need to remember \gbats here for the
first part of the year. We will be reviewing somieour most important skills and strategies in bahding and math. In
reading we will be reading our first play, ‘Smilelkd!”. This will help us with voice, intonation drconfidence in reading
aloud. Our phonics skill this week is the longusd spelled i_e. In math we will be starting third unit. It will begin
with a brief introduction to geometry, in particylahapes. Thanks for all that you do to helpaetoine better students!



2" Grade: Ms Baird, Mrs. Martinez

Second grade will be starting Unit 3 Week 4 in drgasures reading program when we return from whrieak. We will be
reading_Click, Clack, Moo Cows that Typ&Ve will be working with r-controlled vowels. Stuatewill be working on
generating questions and finding the author’'s psepoln Writing, students will be working toward stexy in finding the
past tense of have and working toward a daily mgifournal. In Math, we will start Unit 3, chapt@r This chapter works
fractions. We would like for you to read with yocihild every night. Continue working on additiondasubtraction with
your child.

3% Grade: Ms Corr, Mrs. Fuller, Mr. Shields

When we return from Christmas break, third gradébeigin the fourth story in Unit 3 titled “What Déustrators Do”. This

is an expository text, which tells about real peoplaces and events. Using this story, studentslegitn and build their
sequencing skills. Sequencing is being able togmtethe information in a text in time order. Spwdliwords for the week
will focus on /oi/ sound. Example coin, point, rmispoils. In Mathematics students will begin Chajgt In Ch. 7 students
will learn to identify outcomes and determine thelihood of an occurrence, make predictions, asldesproblems using
skills and strategies. Have a safe and wonderfididnp break!!

4" Grade: Ms Gray, Ms Jamerson, Mrs. Velarde

What a joy it was to see the students performHeirtfamilies and the community. With the new yapproaching, we will
start back to school with a fresh focus ®he Frog PrincesWe will apply our understanding of synonyms antbayms
when we read and practice writing with pluralskilivg verbs, and using descriptive language. Maitldiss will continue to
reinforce addition, subtraction, multiplication,dadivision while we go forward with understandifgebraic concepts. We
will continue to study New Mexico’s State history we prepare to celebrate our states"Ifithday on January 6, 2012.
Ms. Gray's class will continue to study the humaidy while Ms. Jamerson’s class studies diabeticremess and Mrs.
Velarde's class focuses on the earth sciences.

5" Grade: Mrs. “E"versgerd, Ms. Pixley, Mrs. Thomas

We look forward to the new year and hope that tfie §raders will be ready to “hit it hard” and k@anew things. In
Reading, Language Arts, and Writing, the fifth gredwill be working on the Mid Year Test which indes a writing
prompt. There will be a spelling test as usuakFdday. In Math, the fifth graders will be leargiabout perimeter and area.
In Science, they will be making crystals.

Have A Happy and Safe Vacation!



